CREEPING   ST.   JOHN'S  WORT,  Hyperlcum  humi-
fusitm L.

243. Creeping St. John's Wort, Hyfiericttm humifusutn L.
(X i); low decumbent, much-branched herb, sometimes forming
dense spreading tufts; root-stock perennial, but sometimes
Jowcring in the seedling stage; stems slender, green or suffused
with dull crimson> rounded and without ridges, glabrous; leaves
(A, X 2) sessile, opposite, broadly elliptic, rounded at each end,
pale glaucous-green, glabrous, with about 3 pairs of transparent
nerves and with numerous transparent dots, besides a few black
. glands below along the margin; flowers in short, loose, leafy

cymes; pedicels suffused with crimson; a pair of small lea Mike
bracts below each flower; sepals (B, X 3) 5, shortly united at the
base, unequal-sized, 2 larger than the others, all slightly toothed
and with here and there a small black gland; petals (C, X 4) 5,
free, rich cream-yellow, with streaks of red outside, about 5 mm.
long, with a fe,w small black glands on the margin; stamens
(D, X 5) about 15, in 3 bundles; ovary (E, X 5, F, X 7) 3-
iocular; styles 3, between the bundles of stamens; fruit a
capsule wrapped in the dry persistent petals and by the sepals
(family Hypcricaccae).

This pretty little plant grows in a variety of places, stony
heaths, and bogs, fields and waste places, sometimes on lawns;
dt flowers from early summer until the autumn. The flowers do
"not open in unfavourable weather, and automatic self-pollination
then takes place,
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